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REFORM

CONFERENCE AND Booxkx LAuUNCH

CHANGE 9-10 December 2013, Budapest

Centre for Social Sciences, Hungarian Academy of Sciences, Orszaghaz Street 30

II.

December 9, Institute for Political Science, Room No.119

10.00-
12.00

Workshop: Planning meeting of national Social Quality expert group
Participants: Ferenc BODI and Péter ROBERT - Institute for Political Science,
Centre for Social Sciences, Budapest

Judit CSOBA - University of Debrecen Faculty of Humanities

Prof. Peter HERRMANN - EURISPES, Roma

Jend FARKAS - Centre for Economic and Regional Studies,

Mityas BODI - GeoX, Budapest

December 10, Institute for Legal Studies, Auditorium

9.30
9.40
10.20
11.00

11.30
12.00
12.30
13.30-
15.30

17.00

Welcome speech

Prof. THOMAS R. LAWSON: “The Times They Are A Changing”

Prof. PETER HERRMANN: Social quality theory and local social services

JORMA KURKINEN: The knowledge production of regional well-being in Northern Finland:
The situation and prospects

Mgr. DAVID URBAN, PhD: Accessing and using welfare services in the Czech Republic

MIHALY FONAL: The dimensions of Hungarian survey

Coffee break

Workshop: Objectives: LOSS project perspectives: international comparative research studies,
dissemination strategies, potential funding and cooperation; Social Quality perspectives: inaugural
meeting: launch of the SQ of National Expert Group

Dinner of the Editorial Board

Organised by HUNGARIAN ACADEMY OF SCIENCES CENTRE FOR SOCIAL SCIENCES AND UNIVERSITY OF DEBRECEN FACULTY OF HEALTH

Project website: http://www.tk.mta.hu/pti/loss/

Vol. XXV

Access to Services
in Rural Areas

A Comparison of
Finland and Hungary




Vol. XXVII

Ferenc Bodi

Gergely Fabian

Mihaly Féonai

Jorma Kurkinen
Thomas R. Lawson
Hannu Pietilainen (Eds.)

Access to Services
in Rural Areas

A Comparison of
Finland and Hungary

EH9

The book can be ordered:

by e-mail:

order@eh-verlag.de

by post: Europaeischer Hochschulverlag GmbH & Co. KG,
Fahrenheitstrasse 1, 28359 Bremen, Germany

Homepage: www.eh-verlag.de, www.socialcomparison.org (homepage of

the series)

The Berlin Wall, the symbol of the divided continent of Europe collapsed almost a quarter century ago. In
the one and a half decades since the fall of the “Iron Curtain”, the European Union has expanded
significantly and essentially the borders between these states ceased to exist. However, this historically
created divide between east and west within the European Union in many ways remained. Access to
Services in Rural Areas provides the reader important information concerning the condition of the local
organization of social services (LOSS) and how citizens access them daily in two relatively underprivileged
regions of two different countries in the eastern and still relatively divided part of the EU. The book not
only provides the outcomes of the two country regional surveys, it shows the juridical background and
public administration of the LOSS and their alterations, particularly with respect to the effects of the crisis.
This research is a harbinger of continued and expanded international research built upon twenty years of
scientific collaboration within the LOSS program.

In both countries, government officials are responsible for arranging social and health care services and
promoting the wellbeing of the citizens. Although there are differences between the areas of Northern
Hungarian Great Plain and Northern Finland, continued research cooperation would likely open new
opportunities for developing services and safeguarding the wellbeing of people living in Hungary and
Finland. Research cooperation would generate new knowledge about how citizens experience wellbeing, the
phenomena as both a regional and temporary process, and finally about welfare services themselves and the
potential for application of technology to safeguard services.

Edited by Ferenc BODI, Gergely FABIAN, Mihaly FONAI, Jorma KURKINEN, Hannu PIETILAINEN, Thomas R.
LAWSON
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